United States N Band
S;al éhanzt‘eiz C;Zil'usan U N I T E D STAT ES
Baritone Vocalist Audition N AVY B A N D

March 18-19, 2026

The United States Navy Band announces an immediate vacancy for Baritone Vocalist in the Sea
Chanters Chorus. The live preliminary audition will begin on Wednesday, March 18, 2026 in
Washington, D.C. The semifinal and final round will take place on Thursday, March 19, 2026.
Applications and recordings are due by Friday, February 13, 2026. Repertoire requirements are
found on the third page of this packet. This is an immediate vacancy and will remain open until
it is filled.

Successful candidates for this vacancy must demonstrate commanding stage presence, superior
versatility, and outstanding solo and choral technique, and advanced sight-reading ability.

Located in Washington, D.C., on the historic Washington Navy Yard, the U.S. Navy’s official
chorus performs regularly for the President and Vice President, as well as numerous congressional,
military, and foreign dignitaries. With unmatched versatility, they perform traditional choral
music, sea chanteys, patriotic fare, opera, Broadway, and contemporary music. In addition to a
yearly national tour and local concerts in the Washington, D.C. area, the Sea Chanters are
frequently featured at the White House, U.S. Capitol, and important national events.

Starting salary for a new member of the U.S. Navy Band is $83,076 - $91,500.

Other benefits include:
e Student loan repayment for qualified loans up to $65,000
e Full medical coverage for service members and their dependents
e Education benefits including tuition assistance and G.I. Bill
e Blended pension and partial 401(k) match retirement plan via the Thrift Savings Program
(TSP)
e 30 days paid vacation annually

Those selected for positions in the U.S. Navy Band are advanced to the paygrade of E-6 (Musician
Ist Class) following recruit training, under a contract for permanent assignment to the U.S. Navy
Band, Washington, D.C.

All applicants must be aged 18 to 41 and otherwise qualified for service in the U.S. Navy. Please
note that the Navy has strict requirements with regard to medical readiness and physical
appearance. Learn more here: https://www.navy.com/joining/requirements

For more information about Navy Band auditions, email usnbauditions(@us.navy.mil or contact our
Auditions Director, Senior Chief Musician Travis Siehndel, at 202-433-2840.
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Application Instructions
To register for this audition:

(1) Fill out the U.S. Navy Band Audition Application

(2) Choose either Option 1 or Option 2 for a preliminary audition:

Option 1: Attend an open-call, preliminary audition on March 18, 2026. An accompanist will be
provided and repertoire requirements can be found below. Candidates will be notified later in the
day if they have been called back to participate in the semi-final round. Semi-finals and finals
will be held on March 19, 2026. Applications to participate are due no later than February 13,
2026.

Option 2: Submit an audio recording, either with an accompanist or a backing track, for pre-
screening by the audition panel by February 13, 2026. Repertoire requirements can be found
below. You will receive instructions for submitting your recording from a Navy Band auditions
manager within two business days of submitting your online application. Do not submit
recordings prior to receiving these instructions. Audio recordings (.mp3 format preferred) are not
to exceed 12 minutes in total length. Video recordings are not acceptable. No editing is
permitted, other than to trim to length. Candidates that are invited to the semi-final round of the
audition will be notified on February 20, 2026. Candidates not advanced via recording may still
attend the open-call preliminary audition on March 18.

REQUIREMENTS FOR CURRENT MILITARY MEMBERS:

(1) U.S Navy personnel: In addition to submitting the online application, Sailors must route a
NAVPERS 1306/92, completing sections A, D1, D2, with command endorsement. The
member’s chain of command will forward the request to Director, Fleet Band Activities via
the MU Enlisted Detailer. Requests from non-MU Sailors will be forwarded to the
appropriate rating detailer and the USNB Audition Director.

(2) All other active duty military: In addition to submitting the online application, service
members must submit a Letter of Endorsement LOE from your CO/OIC to
usnbauditions(@us.navy.mil.



mailto:usnbauditions@us.navy.mil
https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/Portals/55/Reference/Forms/NAVPERS/NAVPERS%201306-92_Rev_06-2024%20Final.pdf?ver=vYL43hjzbVgTaKMaZv1OnA%3d%3d
mailto:luis.o.lebron.mil@us.navy.mil?subject=Navy%20Band%20Audition
https://usnavy.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1LJFKRtptIpAX42
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Preliminary Round Repertoire Requirements

Prepare three memorized selections based on the following guidelines. One selection must be
in a language other than English. Maintain the integrity of each chosen musical style, as the
Sea Chanters require skills in many different genres and contexts. Choose repertoire that
highlights your strengths and proficiency.

e One selection from one of the following genres: “Golden Age” musical theater (pre-1970, “legit”
style), oratorio, opera, or art song.

e Two contrasting selections demonstrating commercial capability (e.g. pop, gospel, jazz, R&B,
country, Latin, contemporary musical theater, etc.)

Semi-Final and Final Round Repertoire Requirements
The semi-final and final rounds will take place following the successful completion of the live
preliminary round. Semi-finals and finals will take place on March 19, 2026.

In addition to your three memorized preliminary selections, prepare the following selections as
outlined below:

National Anthem
Prepare the Star Spangled Banner, sung a cappella, without embellishment, in a key of your
choice.

Prepared Choral Excerpts
Prepare these five choral excerpts to be performed with members of the Sea Chanters Chorus:

i.  Shenandoah, mm. 10 — end. Prepare the baritone (Bass 1) part.
ii.  Off to the South’ard We Go, verse one only, take the second ending. Prepare the baritone
part.
iii.  Wanting Memories, mm. 1 —22. Prepare the bass part.
iv.  Beyond the Sea, mm. 1 — 51. Prepare the baritone part.
v.  Brighter Days, mm. 23 — 55. Prepare the bass part of the background vocals.

Prepared Memorized Solo

Please select ONE of the following solos that will be performed, from memory, if you are
selected to advance to the final round. Your solo selection will be accompanied by our
instrumental combo and background vocals. You will be asked to sing on-mic for this solo.
This selection is memorized to showcase “down-front” solo ability and stage presence.

1. [ Lived
ii. My Girl
iii.  “Beautiful City” (from the 2011 revival of Godspell)
iv.  Be Our Guest
v. I'll Be On My Way

RELEASED 16 DEC 2025



Audition: Baritone Vocalist
Sea Chanters

Prepared Choral Excerpts (2026)

Prior to your audition, please prepare these five choral excerpts to be sung with
members of the Sea Chanters Chorus, if advanced to the final round.

Choral Excerpt #1: Shenandoah, mm. 10 — end
- Please prepare the baritone (Bass I) part.

Choral Excerpt #2: Off to the South’ard We Go, verse one only, take second ending.
- Please prepare the baritone part.

Choral Excerpt #3: Wanting Memories, mm. 1 — 22
- Please prepare the bass part.

Choral Excerpt #4: Beyond the Sea, mm. 1 — 51
- Please prepare the baritone part.

Choral Excerpt #5: Brighter Days, mm. 23 — 55
- Please prepare the bass part of the background vocals.
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Beyond the sea

Words and Music by Jack Lawrence & Charles Trenet

Swing feel J = 120 arranged for The King’s Singers by Alexander L’Estrange
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Audition: Baritone Vocalist
Sea Chanters

Prepared solo options for final round (2026)
Please select ONE of the following solos to perform from memory, if advanced to the final
round. You will perform this solo selection on a microphone, accompanied by our instrumental

combo and background vocals.

We ask that candidates memorize their selection as this part of the audition is especially
focused on “down-front” solo ability and stage presence.

e Solo Option 1: / Lived

e Solo Option 2: My Girl

e Solo Option 3: “Beautiful City” (from the 2011 revival of Godspell)
e Solo Option 4: Be Our Guest

e Solo Option 5: /’ll Be On My Way
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Vocal Score Navy Band COTA 2024

Be Our Guest! (Version 3.1)

a fairy tale medley

Music by Alan Menken, Kristin Anderson-Lopez

and Robert Lopez (arr. C. Buchanan)
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I'll Be On My Way

for Baritone solo, SATB chorus, piano, and fiddle
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All women, in 3-part divisi
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